Circular  No.  288. 

INSTRUCTIONS  RELATIVE  TO  DESCRIPTION  OF  LAND  IN  NOTICES 
OF  APPLICATIONS  FOR  PATENT,  ETC.,  IN  ALASKA. 

Department  or  the  Interior, 

General  Land  Office, 
Washington^  December  23,  1913. 

Registers  and  Receivers,  and  tlie  United  States  Surveyor  General, 
District  of  Alaska. 

Sirs:  The  notices  of  applications  for  patent  for  lands  in  Alaska 
are,  in  many  cases,  not  sufficient  to  apprise  adverse  claimants  and 
the  public  generally  of  the  location  of  the  land  applied  for,  and 
therefore  do  not  serve  the  purpose  for  which  such  notices  are  re- 
quired; nor  can  the  location  of  the  land  be  ascertained  from  the 
application  papers  themselves  and  without  obtaining  information 
from  other  sources.  This  is  due  principally  to  the  large  area  of 
unsurveyed  land  in  the  district  and  remoteness  from  centers  of 
population  of  much  of  the  country.  In  order  to  give  a  more  definite 
description  of  the  land  applied  for  the  following  special  instructions 
with  reference  to  the  District  of  Alaska  are  issued,  which  are  sup- 
plemental to  but  do  not  change  or  modify  existing  regulations : 

1.  The  field  notes  of  survey  of  all  claims  within  the  District  of 
Alaska,  where  the  survey  is  not  tied  to  a  corner  of  the  public  survey, 
shall  contain  a  description  of  the  location  or  mineral  monument  to 
which  the  survey  is  tied,  by  giving  its  latitude  and  longitude,  and 
its  position  with  reference  to  rivers,  creeks,  mountains  or  mountain 
peaks,  towns,  or  other  prominent  topographical  points  or  natural 
objects  or  monuments,  giving  the  distances  and  directions  as  nearly 
accurate  as  possible,  especially  with  reference  to  any  well-known 
trail  to  a  town  or  mining  camp,  or  to  a  river  or  mountain  appearing 
on  the  map  of  Alaska,  which  description  shall  appear  in  the  field 
notes  regardless  of  whether  or  not  the  survey  be  tied  to  an  existing 
monument,  or  to  a  monument  established  by  the  surveyor  when 
making  the  survey  in  accordance  with  existing  regulations  with 
reference  to  the  establishment  of  such  monuments.  The  description 
of  such  monument  shall  appear  in  a  paragraph  separate  from  the 
description  of  the  courses  and  distances  of  the  surve3\ 

2.  All  notices  of  applications  for  patent  for  lands  in  the  District 
of  Alaska,  where  the  survey  on  which  the  application  is  based  is 
not  tied  to  a  corner  of  the  public  survey,  shall,  in  addition  to  the 
description  required  to  be  given  by  existing  regulations,  describe  the 
monument  to  which  the  claim  is  tied  by  giving  its  latitude  and  longi- 
tude and  a  reference  by  approximate  course  and  distance  to  a  town, 
mining  camp,  river,  creek,  mountain,  mountain  peak,  or  other  natu- 
ral object  appearing  on  the  map  of  Alaska,  and  any  other  facts' 
shown  by  the  field  notes  of  survey  which  shall  aid  in  determining 
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the  exact  location  of  such  claim  without  an  examination  of  the 
record  or  a  reference  to  other  sources.  The  registers  and  receivers 
will  exercise  discretion  in  the  matter  of  such  descriptions  in  the 
published  notices,  bearing  in  mind  the  object  to  be  attained,  of  so 
describing  the  land  embraced  in  the  claim  as  to  enable  its  location 
to  be  ascertained  from  the  notice  of  application. 
Very  respectfully, 

■  7    Clay  Tallman, 

^"'"'Commissioner. 

Approved,  -December  23,  1913. 
Andrieus  a.  Jones, 

-T    First  Assistant  Secretary.  ■  '  ' 
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